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CHIMTENGO’S STORY – ACCESSIBLE VERSION  

 

Alt-text: 

Illustration 1: 

A bright, colourful illustration of a young, Black, queer woman called Chimtengo. She is wearing glasses 

and has an Afro hairstyle. She is sitting on her bedroom floor on a rug with her laptop nearby. Her laptop 

screen says, ‘civil service’, which is where she’s currently working. Next to the laptop, there’s a cup with 

a straw and bubble tea. On the sofa behind her, there’s a cushion with a heart and the word, ‘Yorkshire’, 

and there’s also a durag. Next to the sofa, there’s a potted plant. On the bedroom wall there are posters 

and photos which show different parts of Chimtengo’s life and her story in school and university. There’s 

a volunteer certificate, a graduation photo that says ‘Class of 2021’ in which Mwanso is wearing a mask, 

an image of her big brother, a poster for QTIPOC society and another poster which says, ‘Black queer 

youth organiser’. There’s a to-do list which reads, ‘laundry, emails, phone brother’, and a poster with 

flowers on it. There’s a class photo from an all-girls school where Chimtengo is the only Black student. 

There’s also bunting with the Pride progress flag, and a large poster which says, ‘Be the change’.  

Illustration 2:  

In this image, the illustration of Chimtengo has a large speech bubble which says, ‘Chimtengo’s story: I 

encountered adversity, whether systematic or social because I moved through the world as myself. 

However, finding community in family - blood, chosen, Black and Queer and QTIPOC - made my life 

better as a little African girl lost in her northern school to an authentically Zambian, neurodiverse, queer 

woman building spaces for others to feel heard.’ 

 

Chimtengo’s Story – text:  

What challenges did you face in school and university, as a Black queer young person? 

I encountered many challenges at school, very similar to the ones I deal with today outside of education. 

The main challenges I experienced were dealing with impostor syndrome heightened by discovering my 

sexuality and experiencing misogynoir from my peers, teachers, lecturers, and society, along with 

getting accustomed to being in a predominately white secondary school and university. In secondary 

school, I was one of the few Black students and since coming out in Year 8, was the only queer Black 

student (you could even say the only LGBTQIA+ person) at that time.  

At university, the same issues came about, and these became worse during COVID, because COVID 

emphasised the lack of social, educational, economic, political and systematic support available for Black 

queer young people. I dealt with mental health issues which the university had no sufficient support for, 

along with the lack of academic support given to final year students. This created intense feelings of 

isolation and loneliness but even in those moments I sought support from the community I built. 



 

How did you overcome these challenges? 

I overcame these challenges in the only way I know how to this day, and that is by finding community. I 

often relied on those people who understood the different intersections of my identity as separate or 

intertwined to support me through my challenges. For example, I often sought my siblings for advice on 

schoolwork and particularly my older brothers’ advice in getting involved in culture, arts and going 

beyond people’s expectations of what I can do as a young Black person. This support was a contributing 

factor to ending up in private school for sixth form. However, as many young Black queer people 

encounter - at that age I would not have gone to my family for support on my queerness, even if I knew 

they were accepting.  

For my queer identity, I kind of suffered for a bit until I found other LGBQIA+ peers at school and started 

attending LGBTIA+ social events from local charities (which happened out of luck). As a young person in 

this digital age, before I came out, I also found support in online spaces or the queer representation that 

was out there, even with the lack of diversity, such as shows like Glee or fanfiction communities.  

 

How have your experiences helped you think about and shape your future? 

 At a point in life, particularly as I started university, I became tired of existing in spaces where I felt 

incomplete, misunderstood, racialised, demonised and sexualised. I quickly learned that if I wanted 

tangible change, I had to do it myself. From then on, I carved out space for myself and the communities 

that meant the most to me from the age of 18 until now at 22. 

These primary years I formed QTIPOC spaces and Black queer spaces, which supported my wellbeing, 

sense of belonging and community but also created opportunities for me to develop my aspirations and 

careers skills set. This led me to having a purposeful CV that I was able to use to secure my first full-time 

job after graduating.  

  

What advice would you give a queer young person who is unsure about what to do with their future? 

First and foremost, I would say to any queer young person who is unsure about what to do with their 

future: same! I still do not have a clear path of where I want to go career-wise, but I would say utilise the 

passions you have in figuring out what that looks like for you. Speak to your friends, family, and chosen 

family for support as you may never know if they have networks that could help you out. Depending on 

what stage you are in life, finding a trusted professional, whether at school, charity group you are a part 

of, or a university careers advisor to give you guidance is also helpful even if that’s just the start. 

I would heavily encourage using the internet too! You can find opportunities or teach yourself skills for 

free especially in these times where money is low. For example, I found a free digital media course 

during covid by simply searching online.  

 

 



Are you inspired by Chimtengo’s story? You can find some more information about university in our 

Education page. Or check out our Youth Groups page to start building a community with other LGBTQ+ 

young people.  

 

Chimtengo took part in Stonewall Young Futures’ youth focus group. Her ideas and contributions helped 

shape this website. Subscribe to our mailing list below to hear about opportunities to take part in our 

youth focus groups and have your voice heard!  

 

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/young-futures/my-future/education
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/young-futures/lgbtq-support/youth-groups

